
Contents

Acknowledgments		   9

Contributors				    11 

List of Illustrations			   15

Introduction	 27

1.	 Between Renaissance and Reformation: 
	 Grotesques and the Debate on Images
	 Damiano Acciarino			   29

Theoretical Perspectives 				   55

2.	 Grotesques and the Antique. Raphael’s 
	 Discovery of the Fourth Style
	 Alessandra Zamperini		  57

3.	 “Sense of Nonsense.” a Theology of Grotesques
	 Dorothea Scholl		  85

4. 	 Laughing with the Grotesques in the 
	 Renaissance 
	 Philippe Morel		  123

5. 	 Plato’s Stag Goats: Sophistic Heritage in 
	 Renaissance Grotesques
	 Clare Lapraik Guest			   155

6. 	 Telling Time: Representations of Ruins in 
	 Grotesques
	 Maria Fabricius Hansen	  		  201

7. 	 Grotesque Poetics. Michel de Montaigne’s Use 
	 of Grotesques in De l’Amitié (I:28)
	 Simon Godart		  		  219



8. 	 Unwinding the Arabesque: Grotesque Ornament 	
	 and Modern Meaning 	
	 Frances S. Connelly			   241

Practical Applications					     265

9. 	 The Logic of Grotesques in Renaissance Art: 
	 Marian Figuration at the Limits of 
	 Representation
	 Kathryn Blair Moore			   267

10. 	 Interplay of Grotesques in Giorgio Vasari and 	
	 Cristofano Gherardi 
	 Liana De Girolami Cheney			   297   

11. 	 Old Forms Grow in New Lands: Grotesque 
	 Decoration in the Open Chapel at San Luis Obispo 	
	 (Tlalmanalco, Mexico)
	 Barnaby Nygren			   331

12. 	 Plants of the Gods and Weird Creatures: 
	 The Cryptic Language of Sixteenth-Century 
	 Convent Walls in Mexico
	 Patrizia Granziera 	 361

13. 	 “Nocturnal Fowl Disorientated by Sunlight:”
	 Grottesche and Gardens in the Late Sixteenth 
	 Century	
	 Luke Morgan	 401

14. 	 Other Bodies and Other Forms: Grotesque 
	 Departures in Seventeenth-Century Naples
	 Maria-Anna Aristova 		  433

15. 	 Ridicolosa Rassomiglianza: The Art of 
	 Exaggeration in the Carracci’s Caricatures
	 Veronica M. White	 473



Appendix			   499

16. 	 Ulisse Aldrovandi. Five Letters on painting
	 Thomas DePasquale (trans.)	 503

17. 	 Pirro Ligorio. Three Letters on Grotesque 
	 Painting
	 John Garton (trans.)	 535

18. 	 Giambattista Bombelli. Three Letters on 
	 grotesques
	 Sylvia Gaspari (trans.)		  561

19. 	 Egnazio Danti. Letter to Camillo Paleotti
	 Sylvia Gaspari (trans.)		  569

20. 	 Federico Pendasio. Letter to Giovanni 
	 Francesco Arrivabene
	 Sylvia Gaspari (trans.)			   571

21. 	 Alfonso Chacón [?], Letter to Camillo Paleotti
	 Sylvia Gaspari (trans.)			   573

Index			   577
Laura Avesani




