Letter 233: 21 December 1524, [Strasbourg], Anton Firn, Symphorian Altbiesser, Martin Bucer,
Diebold Schwartz, Matthew Zell and Capito to Every Christian

Printed in BDS 10, pp. 23-9 (text on pp. 27-9), No. 1.

[Summary]: The Strasbourg preachers declare legitimate the marriage of Heinrich Kieffer von
Aschaffenburg and Elisabeth Frenckin, both parishioners of St. Thomas and both separated from
their former spouses. Despite the episcopal mandate Tolleramus against remarriages, the
preachers have formed their opinion on the basis of the inability of Kieffer and Frenckin to live a
celibate life. They are following Paul’s command to marry so as to avoid immorality (1 Cor.
7:2).



