
Letter 15: 19 April 1518, Basel, Capito to the Reader 
 
Printed in Briefe und Akten zum Leben Oekolampads, ed. E. Staehelin. Quellen und Forschungen 
zur Reformationsgeschichte (Leipzig 1927-1934; reprint 1971), vol. I, pp. 64-65, #37. 
 
[Summary]: This is the preface to Oecolampadius’ De risu paschali (Basel, 1518). Capito 
advises Oecolampadius not to be discouraged by criticism [see Ep. 14]. He praises 
Oecolampadius for not being theatrical or scurrilous in his sermons and for not succumbing to 
the indecent humour of idle women. He warns the reader not to use popular taste as a standard 
for evaluating the quality of a sermon. Oecolampadius preaches sincerely and eloquently, and 
without pretence. Capito asks the reader to peruse his book carefully and not to give preference 
to a theatrical over a good preacher. 


